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_____________________________________________ 
 
Museum opens doors (and more) to kids 

n May, Davis School third-graders spent half a day at the Grinnell Historical Museum, 
touring the rooms and carriage house, playing games, singing songs, listening to stories, 
and enjoying hand-cranked ice cream.  

About 140 students were involved, in addition to teachers, para-educators, school volunteers 
and museum docents. As you can imagine, the house and the lawn were filled with activity. 
Here are some of the students’ reactions as expressed in thank-you letters to event 
coordinator Phyllis Meredith��

                           .  

          more… 
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Tallying the doilies, dishes and daguerreotypes 
Someday (no one knows when), you’ll be able to know the name and location of every item 
in the Grinnell Historical Museum. With a $4,500 grant from the Claude and Dolly Ahrens 
Foundation, the museum has launched an electronic catalog project. The goal is to make a 
computerized record of the museum’s entire historic, art object, photograph and library 
collections on special museum management software called Past Perfect Museum Software 
— the equipment used by most museums, including the Smithsonian. 

As you can imagine, this is an enormous undertaking that will be carried out over several 
years. The work involves entering the name and description (using the appropriate archival 
nomenclature) photographing and barcoding each individual item in the collection. The first 
entries have been of donations received in 2006.  Vera Cousins initiated the project, and she 
and Dorrie Lalonde have been doing the cataloging so far.  
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www. = $$$ 
Online shopping can help museum 

If you shop online, you can earn money for the Grinnell Historical Museum. The museum 
has recently joined ShopforMuseums.com, a nationwide fund-raising tool designed to allow 
museums to increase their donations. At ShopforMuseums.com, you can shop online and, at 
no extra cost, have a portion of your purchase price donated to the museum of your choice. 

The Grinnell Historical Museum is one of hundreds of museums, zoos, parks, science 
centers, aquariums and nature centers that are partnering with ShopforMuseums.com.  

ShopforMuseums.com was founded in 2002 by a former science museum director as a way 
of helping museums and similar organizations increase their revenue at a time of national and 
state budget cuts. It has a relationship with more than 300 national retailers such as Lands’ 
End, Dell Computers, Office Max, Sears, Cabela’s, Avon, Barnes & Noble, Shutterfly, 
Target, Eddie Bauer and more. 

To participate, simply start at www.shopformuseums.com, sign in and select the Grinnell 
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Historical Museum as your recipient organization. Choose the online store you wish to shop 
at by using the links listed, then make your selections. ShopforMuseums.com will track the 
purchase(s) and send donations directly to the museum on a quarterly basis. In most cases, 
donations range from 1 percent to 6 percent of the purchase price. 

Says museum treasurer Vera Cousins, “We don’t expect to get rich from this, but everything 
helps.” Thanks, Vera, for making the arrangements. 
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Museum paint job: One color, different shades 
  If you’ve passed by the Grinnell Historical Museum lately, you’ll have noticed that it’s 
sporting a fresh coat of paint. It was the board’s original intention to repeat the color scheme 
of the previous painting, but fate intervened. With the help of Merle Fiser and his painting 
crew, we were able to determine the original array of colors chosen by the McMurrays when 
the house was built in 1895, and the board voted to re-create the home’s original appearance 
as much as possible. 

  Merle, who has expertise in painting Victorian homes like the museum, tells us that it was 
customary in the Midwest at that time to choose a monochromatic color scheme, that is, 
varying shades of a single color. Thus we have shades of green with such poetic names as 
Artichoke, Isle of Pines, Rock Garden and Celery — all set off with a trim of Tricorn Black.  

   The board is most grateful to Jeld-Wen Windows and Doors for the generous gift of new 
windows for the front porch. When the trim on the windows and the final touches on the 
house are completed in the spring, we will all be able to appreciate the McMurray home as 
the exceptional house it was in the early years of the twentieth century. 
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New space for exhibits at hospital  
  The museum now has the use of a lighted built-in case with glass shelves in the first floor’s 
south wing at Grinnell Regional Medical Center. The theme for this year’s displays is 
“Seasons in the Life of a Victorian Family.” In early January items were collected from the 
museum to represent what a family would do during the cold winter months.  The shelves 
currently display cooking utensils, games and books, writing materials, and sewing 
equipment and fabric.  The exhibit will be changed in late March. Carol Nielsen and Dorothy 
Louden, along with Kathy Szary at the hospital, have arranged the case. 
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Peregrinations of a bench 
Propped against the wall in the basement school room of the museum, a wooden bench often 
escapes notice. It is a recitation bench once used in the Carson School, a rural school named 
for the owner of the land at the northeast corner of the intersection of  Grinnell’s 11th 
Avenue West and the Newburg Road. The school was formally known as the Rock Creek 
School District No. 1, though everyone knew it as the Carson School. The bench was used 
when students were called from their desks to recite their lessons in front of the teacher. 

The bench was transported to Grinnell when James Rule, a director of the school from the 
1880s to 1895, moved his family to the edge of town (1410 4th Ave.). It was initially used in 
their basement as a “milk bench”  for storage of the pails used by the Rule children for 
neighborhood delivery of milk from the family cow. The small pails, as well as the large milk 
pail, were arranged in neat rows on the bench. 

After the milk deliveries ended, the bench continued to be used in the basement as a 
convenient place on which to store miscellaneous items. It served the Rules until the 1970s, 
when the house was sold (later demolished).  At the garage sale at the time the house was 
emptied, the bench was used to display vases, jars and jardinières for sale.  

In the end, the recitation bench also was sold — to Norman and Harriet Goodbrod. They, in 
turn, donated the bench to the museum, feeling that the museum would give it a permanent 
and appreciative retirement home. 
Information about the bench taken from hand-written notes in the museum files.  
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